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VIP MEET & GREET TIX ALSO AVAILABLE 


CITY PAGES, KARE 11 and 
LAVENDER invite you to 


Dine out at one of over 200 participating restaurants on Thursday, April 28, and a 
portion of the proceeds will be donated to The Aliveness Project. Help support this 
agency that serves people living with HIV/AIDS. 
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CITY LIVING FROM A NEW PERSPECTIVE 


Located at the corner of Spruce Place and 14th Street, LAEM Apartments 
combines luxury living with the best views in Minneapolis; 

Offering over 40,000. Square feet of indoor and outdoor amenitiesdincluding.gols; 
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PHOTOGRAPHS AND SCULPTURE AT THE ROGUE BUDDHA GALLERY 


OPENING AND ARTISTS RECEPTION 
APRIL 8, 2016 : 6PM 


ROGUE BUDDHA GALLERY + 357 13th AVE NE MINNEAPOLIS 
ROGUEBUDDHA@HOTMAIL.COM + 612.331.3889 

Showing from April 8 to May 7, 2016 

wed - sat 3-8pm for regular gallery hours or by appt 
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Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online 
Magazine, read it on your computer, iPad, iPhone, or 
DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only 
online, not in print. 


N THE COVE 
We're celebrating Modern Love in this 2016 Spring Wedding Issue, 
featuring Cheena Gorzalski and Zsuzsi Bork at Paikka on the cover. Melissa Hesse, Rivets & Roses. Page 64: Photo by Justine Ungaro. 
Photo by Heidi Garrido, HM Photography 
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Hand-engraved Platinum Rings 
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Call for your FREE consultation today. 
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MatrixHomeHealthMN.com 


Central Medical Pain & 
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(651) 644-6002 
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You don’t have to move 
to get that new-home feeling. 


Consider a U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of Credit for your next 
project. With competitive rates and flexible payment options, 
lasting home improvements could be within reach. 


800.209.BANK (2265) | visit a branch 
usbank.com/dreambig 


HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT 
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Rates are subject to change. Visit your local branch or usbank.com. ® 
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Introductory Period. A higher introductory rate will apply for an LTV above 80%. Offer is available for new applications submitted from February 20 — April 29, 2016. After the five-month introductory period: the APR 
is variable and is based upon an index plus a margin. The APR will vary with Prime Rate (the index) as published in the Wall Street Journal. As of February 9, 2016, the variable rate for Home Equity Lines of Credit 
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Шеге ——f FROM THE EDITOR ]——— — — — — — 


MODERN LOVE 


BY ANDY LIEN 


Looking at this 2016 Spring Wedding Issue, what came to mind right 
away is the theme "Modern Love." That we lost the singer of the song, dear 
David Bowie, recently only makes it more apropos. His song could be con- 
sidered to be more of a negative take on weddings and getting to the church 
on time, or it could be just leaving everything up to interpretation, which is 
how weddings are usually best executed. How do I interpret the concept of 
modern love for the purpose of this wedding issue? Modern love includes 
people, fashion, florals, food, drink, photographers, and events that are now. 
And now is all about letting us define ourselves and where we fit into the 
world. It's a post-marriage equality world, by definition, and we're still striv- 
ing to make it fit for each of us, regardless of relationship status, on our 
terms...for ourselves and for each other. 

Spring is always the big time of year for wedding issues. I like to be 
sure we do a special feature that showcases some of our important new and 
emerging wedding vendors and venues in this issue, this time in a brand 
new space called Paikka in St. Paul. Nestled into a space that is adjacent to 
Lake Monster Brewing, this space is modern in its rustic repurposing. Tak- 
ing what's old to be new again is very now. Very appreciated. Very open to 
interpretation, which is the venue owners' goal for this space: to leave you 
to decide how you want to use it for what you envision as your special day. 

Given the parameters of spring and summer as the time period within 
the year of 2016, important and modern concepts must include where the 
food might be sourced and how the waste is handled. Not sexy concepts, 
but extremely relevant ones. Common Roots not only comes to mind as a 
caterer with tasty and attractive food, but also as one that is environmentally 
conscientious. Then, as the perfect follow-up to a delicious summer meal, I 
wanted desserts that will cool us down while also being natural and health- 
conscious. On one of the hottest nights last summer, I found salvation in a 
Strawberry Balsamic Basil ice lolly by Frio Frio at the Little Mekong Night 
Market in St. Paul. Around the same time, I had my first ice cream mini by 
Sweet Science at the Brave New Workshop, which was most definitely a 
gateway mini and I'm never going back to the way it was before that salted 
caramel cup of goodness. Both were shoo-ins for what to suggest to this 
audience as clever alternatives to wedding cake (though I would never kick 
cake out of my bed for leaving crumbs). 

Fashion and florals are the steady components of wedding issues, but 
how they're done is always evolving. Luna Vinca is a long-standing florist 
that gave us a modern take on natural elements, incorporating lichen and 
geometric shapes into bouquet inspirations. Flutter Boutique is giving us 
what is now, not what was then. When I asked what the trends are as we 
were pulling gowns, we passed on some gorgeous dresses that aren't in the 
now for ones that showcase beading, lace, and even some higher necklines. 
Then, for the suits, though Milbern has been around for a very long time, 
they're current on what works — and works in a budget — for 2016, which 
is trending away from suit rentals and toward ownership for both men and 
women. I trust what they say and want to pass that trust and transparency to 
the readership as something we value now. Today. And always. 

'To fill in the cast of characters for the fashion element in the feature, I 
was drawn to people who define themselves on their own terms in our com- 
munity every day, night, and weekend. In the past, Гуе used models for these 
fashion features, who've been lovely and wonderful. But, last year, I started 
incorporating real couples from our community that have real relationships 
and history with each other, something that I made into my primary goal for 
this issue. You can see the connections between them, caught in the photogra- 
phy. With that in mind, I immediately thought of Zsuzsi Bork and her fiancée, 
Cheena Gorzalski, as well as Oliver Sharp and his boyfriend, Bryce Laine. 
These are beloved people in the community, something that was abundantly 
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clear as I posted snapshots of the photo shoot in my Facebook feed and the 
likes and loves for the photos kept my phone notifications active for days. Zsu- 
zsi and Cheena are also known as Xavier, drag performer as well as producer 
of Dragged Out at the Town House, and Nadi A'marena, burlesque performer 
and member of The Vigilantease Collective. Oliver and Bryce can be found at 
two of our favorite bars, The Saloon and Tattersall Distilling, respectively, and 
Oliver also is well-known as Harrie Bradshaw, a bearded drag queen with legs 
for days and sass to boot. These couples and who they are to us round out 
what modern love is and can be, progressive and self-defined. 

Not as obvious in front of the camera as behind the scenes are Brett 
Dorrian and Heidi Garrido. Brett of Brett Dorrian Artistry Studios is my 
go-to when I think of styling as well as someone who knows the community 
and the aesthetics and issues that affect the ease and comfort of same-sex 
weddings. She walks into any situation and infuses it with a level of comfort 
and expertise that is required for modern weddings in this day and age. And 
then there’s Heidi of HM Photography who photographed this extensive 
feature in this issue, who’s been here for the community for years and years, 
fighting for marriage equality, photographing parades, and being the pho- 
tographer for the wedding tent at Twin Cities Pride. She’s down to earth and 
here to make your vision appear in her photography. 

As for the rest of the issue, there’s more modern to go around. A new 
book covers What To Do When Your Gay or Lesbian Child Marries. No, 
it’s not a new trend, marriages and partnerships have been happening 
throughout all time. But the difference is that this book actually uses data 
that’s been gathered since marriage equality has been enacted. The re- 
sults are in. The conclusions are current. The advice is applicable now. 
And is open to our interpretation. 

As for our engagement and wedding stories, the lovers are walking this 
world with us, going where we go, liking what we like, incorporating our 
pop culture that is now. Their thoughts and experiences resonate with us. 
And, the accompanying imagery fits. These are the photographers you want 
now. Eliesa Johnson of Photogen Inc is hotter than ever in both regional and 
national magazines and I still show off the 2013 Spring Wedding Issue that 
she shot for us as a showpiece of what Lavender has done. Melissa Hesse of 
Rivets & Roses gave us great insight into how to hire a photographer for this 
community’s somewhat-new and sometimes-sensitive weddings in the 2015 
Fall Wedding Issue and not only can she shoot some gorgeous events, she 
knows what she’s talking about. 

Most of all, we want you to know what you're talking about. We want this 
to be your resource for ideas and inspiration. Now and in the future. 

My heartfelt thanks goes to each person who made this wedding issue 
what it is and what it stands for as a snapshot of what Modern Love looks 
like in 2016. We're still writing history. And I’m proud that you're a part of it, 
whether you're in the pages or reading them. 

With you and with thanks, 

Andy E 


JERRY A. BURG 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience | 
Family Law | Criminal Defen: 
Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. • Minneapo 


Minnesota (6 1 2) 822-0865 1 
Em Clinical | 


Шш асе www.jerryaburg.coi 


SAVE THE DATE | Fri & Sat: April 8-9 


Shop our hand-selected diamonds and view 
extended designer collections of engagement 


rings, wedding rings and bands for him and 


“20% off all rings (our best pricing of the year) 
- Guaranteed best value on all GIA certified diamonds 
: Interest-free financing available 


- Lifetime Trade-in 


* Free lifetime cleaning, checking, refinishing, 


rhodium plating and insurance appraisals for life. NO EE R > 
тїр 


901 Місо 


Downtown Minneapolis 
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LOVE IS IN THE AIR 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


When I was in grade school, I loved to take long drives with my dad. We'd 
just enjoy one another's company and look at the scenery, listening to music 
on the car radio. Out of the blue one day, I had an epiphany when my dad 
asked, “Have you ever noticed that all the songs are about love?" 

Well, no, I hadn't. I must have been about eight or nine, and more into 
more rough-and-tumble fare like Stan Jones’ “[Ghost] Riders in the Sky,” or 
Tennessee Ernie Ford's "Sixteen Tons." 

We never discussed the phenomenon again, but I began to listen and 
take note. Indeed, іп 1948-49 there was a veritable tsunami of tunes like “I 
Don't See Me in Your Eyes Anymore,” “The Tennessee Waltz," “You Can't 
Be True, Dear," "Jealous Heart," and master tear-wringer Johnny Ray's 
"Broken Hearted" and "The Little White Cloud that Cried." 

Love was in the air, and on the air, but it didn't seem to be making the 
singers or their subjects very happy. I didn't dwell on this phenomenon of- 
ten, however, I was busy growing up, going to junior and then high school, 
where everyone was broken-hearted over something and wrestling with the 


eternal teenaged angst. And so it goes on today, for it seems the course of 
true love still seldom does run smooth. But what has this to do with our cur- 
rent celebration of weddings? 

Well, everything, in a way. Like millions of others worldwide, I recent- 
ly viewed the last episode of Downton Abbey, watching the finale of its six 
stellar seasons twice. As I read The Guardian’s review that gave a raised 
eyebrow to Julian Fellowes’ pairings off and “American happy endings” 
to his sprawling cast of characters, my dad's comment came back to me; 
something clicked, and I offer, gratis, this advice to couples planning their 
nuptials. 

Fellowes used a simple device to mend years of familial and below-stairs 
bickering, venom, and division: he had his characters communicate. War- 
ring siblings, estranged lovers, haughty butlers, they one and all opened up, 
embracing “with malice towards none" as their standard. 

You do the same. Listen. Talk. Listen. You might not be as word perfect 
as Lord Fellowes, but you'll be way ahead of the game. B 


Featured 


Ted Bougie 


FIRST EQUITY 


Employee 


With over four years of banking experience at US Bank, Ted began his exclusive Mortgage Loan 
Officer role for First Equity in 2013. In his first year, he was presented the honor of Super 
Mortgage Professional which is awarded to only the top 2 percent of loan officers in the Twin 
Cities. With over $2 million a month in lending, his experience at First Equity includes 
Conventional, FHA, USDA and VA purchases and refinances. He works with all property types. 
His mantra has always been, "the customer comes first" with 24/7 availability and fast responses 


to questions. 


In his spare time, Ted particularly enjoys music concerts, Broadway shows and plays around the 
Twin Cities. Ted will tell you that his hero and favorite musical artist of all time is Cyndi Lauper. 
His motto is to have fun too! Ted is both a past board member and active in Quorum. 


Call or email Ted to schedule your FREE appointment to meet and 
discuss your mortgage needs today! 


Loan Officer 
763-251-1995 
Ted@FEMort.com 
NMLS #678329 
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Сай me when you 
need legal help. 


Practice areas: Real Estate, Contracts, 
Litigation, Estate Planning, 
Collections and more.... 


MIXEDBLOOD.COM 
612.338.6131 


30" ANNIVERSARY SEASON 


pST. 2006 


JUNK BONANZA Shakopee, MN 


VINTAGE MARKET APRIL 2016 


21, 22 & 25 


АКІ NASSAUER EVENT FOR PURVEYORS & SHOPPERS OF VINTAGE 


FINDS, BEAUTIFUL ANTIQUES & ARTISAN-REPURPOSED PIECES 2. 
Bleniling your skyles? Discover ensures for your heme togeier! 9AM-5PM SATURDAY 


i 


$10 


Early Bird tickets $25 online, 
$30 at the door -- Get in two 
hours before general admission on 
Thursday; good for readmission 
Friday and Saturday, too! 


CHALK 8 
GOLD PARTNERS FLEAQUEST WAGNER PAINT 


WA W т} 


WWW.JUNKBONANZA.COM 
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HOT 01 Water Street South 


Life’s biggest moments deserve a special 
place. Located in the heart ofthe University 
of Minnesota and оп the Green Line} The 
Commons Hotel professional catering staff will нт трас а Я 
tailor the taste of your wedding day exactly as БЫ Uo \ JAMESON 
you have envisioned. Call us to set up. а tour TA ; : Rae WHISKEY 
and discover the perfect place ы à 1 


Est. 1890 
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FOUR-COURSE WINE DINNER 

Each Wednesday our Chefs create a special taura course, 

dinner menu. Each course paired with a Y 
' specially selected glass of wine 

for $34.95 per person. Served from 

5:00 to 9:00pm, reservations suggested. 


NS К 


STILLWATER’S COMPLETE HOSPITALITY EXPERIENCE! 


* Charlie's Restaurant & Irish Pub * Meeting / Banquet Rooms 
* 41 Guestrooms * Weddings & Receptions 
si = Double Whirlpools & Fireplaces • Elegant Guestrooms 
900.822.6757 * Event Coordinator * Live Irish Music Every Weekend 


NOW SAY, "YES" TO THE HOTEL THAT CAN MAKE 
YOUR WEDDING DREAMS COME TRUE. 


Embassy Suites by Hilton Hotels? Bloomington is the perfect setting for your 
special day. Our VEWLY RENOVATED ballroom, premier catering services and 
expert events team offer everything you need to plan and celebrate your 
wedding in style. 


EXCLUSIVE WEDDING 
PACKAGE AVAILABLE! 


Largest standard rooms in Minneapolis 
Contact the Sales Department today @ 
612-333-3111 


We have created wedding packages to make your wedding planning experience 
easy and stress-free! Say “I do" at Embassy Suites by Hilton Bloomington, 
and our experienced, on-site events team will make your special day 
one to remember. 


2800 American Boulevard West 
Bloomington, MN 952.967.8706 


www.embassy weddingsbloomington.com 
Allie.Lea@Hilton.com 


EMBASSY 
SUITES 


by HILTON 


HyattPlaceMinneapolisDowntown.com 
425 7th St S., Minneapolis 
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Expert Wedding Planning í \ ө ө ө 
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NEW PATIENT OFFER: 


599 Exam = FREE Whitening 


Т” : н p X-rays and cleanin: їп exam, x-rays and cleanin 
.-а5 featured in this issue oS ng bite Loris ng 


айны аныш een 612-877-8887 • www.milldistrictdental.com 
E3 i 
612030607090 E Brian Peters, DDS 1026 Washington Ave S, Suite 100 • Minneapolis 


A causal, private and affordable venue. 


Just 45 minutes | tes of sg 


anti asse 


For Showing and Inquiries 
contact Chris at He 441-4163 


www.elkrivercc.com , 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


Spaces for events from 20 - 300 


Celebrate your special occasion at one of the Twin 
Cities' most reasonably priced and accommodating 
banquet venues. LET US WA. (T 


* Family/Divorce/Custody 

* Injuries/Auto Accidents 

* Second/Step Parent Adoption 

* Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution 

* Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements 

* Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements 

* Employment Law 

* Gay Marriage Advice 

* Bankruptcy 

Convenient Downtown Elizabeth Cloutier 
Skyway Connected Offices PFLAG Member 


612.332.5100 


www.cloutier-law.com 
1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building 
10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
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WHAT TO DO WHEN 
YOUR GAY OR LESBIAN 
CHILD MARRIES 


BY SHANE LUECK 


Marriage is a beautiful time: two families coming 
together under a new union, celebrating the love of two 
individuals. But the marriage also has broader effects, 
namely on the relationship between the children get- 
ting married and their parents. 

Deborah M. Merrill, professor of sociology at Clark 
University, previously explored the effect an adult 
child's heterosexual marriage had on their relation- 
ship with their parents in her book, When Your Children 
Marry: How Marriage Changes Relationships with Adult 
Children. Merrill followed that research with the effects 
of the same phenomena for same-sex marriage once it 
became more common in Massachusetts. More than 
70,000 same-sex couples have married in the United 
States since Massachusetts became the first state to 
legalize same-sex marriage in 2004. 

“I thought the fact that there are no pre-conceived 
expectations for a relationship with a gay son-in-law or lesbian daughter-in- 
law might allow for alternative in-law dynamics rather than the traditional 
tensions," she says. "In addition, I questioned how the different gender com- 
binations between in-laws would impact those relationships." 

This new research is published in Merrill’s latest book, When Your Gay 
or Lesbian Child Marries: А Guide for Parents. And what she found is actually 
quite astounding. In a heterosexual marriage, for example, Merrill discov- 
ered that men tend to get pulled into their wife's family and this creates 
tension with the husband's family and the couple. 

"[ wanted to see if marriage would have the same effect on the relation- 
ships between gay men and their mothers-in-law, in particular,” Merrill 
shares. "The study found that gay men, however, do not experience ten- 
sion with their parents following marriage. Instead, they continue to visit 
their parents as often as they had before marriage, sometimes without their 
spouse. Іп addition, marriage is a time when relationships with parents аге 
changing because the couple is creating their own families and I wanted to 
see how they balance obligations to both families." 

When Your Gay or Lesbian Child Marries is heralded as the first book to 
look at the effects of same-sex marriage on the relationship between parents 
and their adult gay or lesbian children. It is also described as the first book 
to look at the effects of same-sex marriage on other family relationships, 
including the effects on the couple, extended family, and raising children. 

Тһе book is a guide for parents to help them understand the ways in 
which relationships with their gay/lesbian children might change — from 
a child's *coming out of the closet" to a gay son or lesbian daughter raising 
his/her own children. It aims to help parents better comprehend the nu- 
ances of same-sex marriage and the struggles their children face as they 
navigate their sexual orientation over time. 

In fact, Merrill describes a parent dealing with a child getting married 
as significantly different than “coming out of the closet,” due in large part 
to the public nature of a wedding. "The choice to marry typically involves a 
public ceremony in the presence of relatives, co-workers, and friends," Mer- 
rill says. “When your child ‘comes out of the closet,’ you can still maintain 
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^ Guide for Parents 


RRILL 


some level of privacy with this news. When a homosexual 
| son or daughter first announces his or her sexual orienta- 
tion, some parents might believe that their child's homosex- 
uality is just a 'phase.' Once a gay son or daughter decides 
to marry, it signals a public, long-term commitment." 

As such, Merrill describes the book as being written for 
parents who wish to know more about what their child's 
life will be like as a married gay man or lesbian woman as 
well as being for those who are not yet comfortable with 
their child's homosexuality. As these children advance to 
marriageable age, it's crucial for parents to be prepared for 
how to address their relationships with their future in-laws. 

Тһе most common mistake Merrill sees parents make 
when a gay or lesbian child announces his or her engage- 
ment is not to be enthusiastic about the wedding or mar- 
riage. Adult children can usually sense when their parent is 
less than pleased about something they intend to do. Mer- 
rill's advice is to make sure you are providing a similar wedding experience 
for your gay or lesbian child as you do for your other children. She says, 
"Adult children often said that their parents did not treat their wedding as a 
celebratory occasion like they did for their heterosexual siblings." 

A second common mistake Merrill found was not welcoming the new 
in-law into the family. In fact, Merrill says the most helpful thing a parent can 
do at this time is to welcome your new son-in-law or daughter-in-law into the 
family like you would your heterosexual children's partners. “Remember 
that your child is still your child no matter who he or she marries, and they 
need your support," she says. "The adult children in this study who had poor 
relationships with their parents consistently pointed to their parents' lack of 
acceptance of their spouse, in particular, as a member of the family." 

With these two common mistakes in mind, Merrill offered four pieces of 
advice for parents of gay or lesbian children: 

1. Dissociate any negative feelings you might have about homosexuality 

from your feelings about your child. 

2. Provide a similar wedding experience for your gay or lesbian child as 
you might do (or did) for a heterosexual child. Also, treat him or her 
similarly to the other heterosexual children-in-law in the family. 

3. Be very careful of what you say. Years later, adult children will remem- 
ber hurtful things that were said. 

4. Be open to the positive impacts that may come with having a homo- 
sexual child. My study found that relationships between a son and his 
parents were less likely to be impacted negatively when he married an- 
other man than when he married a woman. In addition, parents were 
more likely to feel as though they gained a second daughter when their 
daughter was a lesbian. Gender has a profound impact on how relation- 
ships get played out in a family. 

Most importantly, Merrill says there is no such thing as being too sup- 
portive. “Your child will encounter discrimination and homophobia,” she 
says. "Your support is necessary to lessen the impact of that. Your children 
need you to be there for them now more than ever; be happy for them that 
they have someone who loves them." ш 
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Ordway Musical Theater Series 
Sponsored by Bremer Bank 
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BROADWAY SONGBOOK*: 
REBELS ON BROADWAY Ordway World Music & Dance 
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IRVING BERLIN'S MARTHA REDBONE 
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Gorzalski, Bryce Laine, and Oliver Sharp 
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OVER 15 AUTO 
MANUFACTURER 


Collision, Glass and More! CERTIFICATIONS AND 
| | RECOGNITIONS 


THE ONLY AUDI AUTHORIZED ALUMINUM COLLISION REPAIRER IN THE 5 STATE AREA 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 4 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


Matthew Pagel 


Income Tax Professional 


CALL ror an APPOINTMENT 1-888-898-0016 on cer an onc esrmarear LAMETTRYS.COM 


Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 
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Visit our Facebook page = 
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SATURDAY 


е 
April 16 
Doors 5:30 p.m., 
Games 7:00 p.m. 
Great Lakes Ballroom 
Hyatt Regency 
Minneapolis 
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Results Minnesota 


BETH RICHARDSON 
651-646-2100 


Real Estate Made Real Simple 


bethrichardson@movingtominnesota.com 
movingtominnesota.com 


A Benefit For... 


PARK Twin Cities Tickets: www.bingoagogo.com 
НОСЕ ео Bingo Hotline: (612) 863-7168 
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Allina Health ¥ 
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In today's parlance, *discount 
clothier" weil nean “fair price.” 
tion aptly suits 
ait offerings. 


BRIDE 
INSTITUTE 


Creating a Healthy LGBT Community 


Exclusively Serving the LGBT Community 


Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 
* Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
* Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 
* Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 


* Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable 
safe alternative to traditional treatment programs for over 28 years. 


1900 LaSalle - 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 Brighten your future - contact us today. 


(6128/1270 www.pride-institute.com | 952.934.7554/ 800.547.7433 


thevandusenmansion.com 


al isn’t ғ” Love kn OWS 
Pirim +m по border. 


Lutheran Church 


A HOME FOR HUNGRY MINDS AND SOULS Immigration is still complicated. We 
LITURGICAL ICH AND CE have years of experience working 


KNOWN FOR CELTIC & NORDIC CONTEMPLATIVE WORSHIP 


COMMITTED TO FULL with same-sex bi-national couples 
LGBTQ PARTICIPATION 


Angela Bortel 
EE Ё 3 Owner and 
to help obtain immigration status Managing Attorney 


PilgrimStPaul.org and keep you together. 


Saint Clair & Prior in Saint Paul's 
Macalester Groveland neighborhood 


Angela Bortel was selected as a 
2013 & 2014 "Rising Star" among 
Immigration Lawyers by 
Super Lawyers. 


*Please see the Super Lawyer's site for selection criteria. 


825 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 811 Mpls, MN 55402 • info@bortelfirm.com * www.bortelfirm.com • 612.388.3366 
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S. Cohen suit ($495), Ike Behar 
shirt ($75), Bruno Piatelli pocket square 
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THOUGHTFUL 


FINANCIAL PLANNING 


Holistic advice instead of 
commission-based sales 


Timothy J. LaPean, 
CFP®, ADPA® 


(612) 460-7355 
ThoughtfulFinancialPlanning.com 


HAND&STONE 


MASSAGE AND FACIAL SPA BM. 


NOW 


LIZ RAE 
Wedding Officiating and Planning 


www.lizrae.com/weddings 


“San 


Serving the LGBTQA community for over 30 years! 


Stephen Parker PsyD, LP 
651-325-7998 


Steve Burns PhD, LP 
612-990-0649 


Debra Klein MSW, LICSW 
612-343-1618 


David Shannon MSW, LICSW Rick DuChene MA,LCP Catherine M. Hedberg MA, LP 
507-399-3789 612-839-6105 651-434-3158 
St. Paul, MN 55114 


Therapy Center = 651-641-1009 


WWW.NORTHLANDTHERAPYCENTER.COM 


2324 University Ave. W. 
Suite 100 
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Make plans to visit the 
area's most exciting 
shopping, dining and 

entertainment destination 
in the Twin Cities! 
Just minutes from 
downtown Minneapolis! 


ive 
westend 


THE SHOPS AT WEST END | 394 & 100 
www.theshopsatwestend.com 


COMING 
SOON! 
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Daniel Hechter linen 
Sport coat ($175), Austin Reed 
trouser ($99.50), Modena shirt 
($25), True Forum pocket square 
($30) and tie ($20) from Milbern 
Clothing. 

Afaazy sport coat, vest, 
and trouser ($175), Damon shirt 
($49.50), Bruno Piatelli pocket 
square ($30) and tie ($20) from 
Milbern Clothing. 


26 | LAVENDER | MARCH 31-APRIL 13, 2016 L 


_ Twin Cities 


^» Bridal Show 
The Weddi 


SEPTEMBER 18, 2016 % MARCH 5, 2017 


44 dream expo 


1 қ 
nata 


4 


“ SAINT PAUL RIVERCENTRE 
Á Е 
/ uis, 


UNVEILEC 


inspiration . trends . style 


» 
Же 


November 13, 2016 | February 5, 2017 | Minneapolis Convention Center 


Photos by Lauren B Photography, Anna Grinets Photography, Staja Studios and Studio Laguna 


9] 


йж 


m. pou AAT LES 
Mir puis 
; “Ше e 


Special LAVENDER Discount to any show use Promo Code: LAVENDER at TheWeddingGuys.com 


{ FASHION } 


Ice cream minis from Sweet Science Ice Cream. 


The financial investment in a suit can be shocking for a first-time buyer, but 
it doesn’t have to be. And with more fabric and cut options available than ever, 
the wearer doesn’t need to be pigeon-holed into any particular “look” either. 

From the beginning, Milbern Clothing has had a customer service phi- 
losophy to stand above the rest. “Well-known brand names are our stock in 
trade,” says Vincent Jenny, a custom clothier for Milbern. “Personal service 
is our hallmark — we know our customers on a first name basis!” 

Founded in 1946, Milbern is a family-owned, third-generation business 
that has been providing its clients with “Quality at a Discount” in the Twin 
Cities area for 60 years. Originally established as Milton Clothing, a wholesale 
jobber, in the warehouse district of downtown St. Paul, the name changed to 
Milbern as they began selling direct to the public at discounted prices. 

In today’s parlance, “discount clothier” would mean “fair price,” and that 
description aptly suits Milbern’s suit offerings, starting at $125 and going up 
to $695. Milbern even offers custom clothing for those who just aren’t able 
to find what they’re looking for in today’s menswear market. 

“Our vision and aesthetic is rooted in ‘traditional classic’ with an eye to- 
ward current trends and styles,” Jenny says. “If you are looking for navy 
pinstripe we have it. If you want unique linen, we have that as well.” 

Now located in the Midway area of St. Paul, equidistant between down- 
town Minneapolis and downtown St. Paul, Milbern has the styles and ser- 
vice to make your wedding day (or everyday) attire exactly what you were 
hoping for. Milbern stocks over 2000 suits in a wide variety of fabrics and 
manufacturers in two-, three-, and four-button jackets. Want double breast- 
ed? They’ve got it. And in terms of sizing, customers would be hard-pressed 
to find a more extensive catalogue; Milbern offers regular, long, short, extra 
long, extra short, and many of those hard to find big and tall sizes. 

This variety in sizes and cuts allows the wearer to find the perfect suit 
to fit like a glove, no matter the size and shape. Whether that be larger or 
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smaller, broad, masculine shoulders or a more curvy, feminine physique. In 
fact, Jenny has quite an extensive experience working with women to find a 
suit for their wedding day. 

And don’t think the suits, though discounted, are anything to scoff at. 
Milbern’s collection offers quality suits by such big names in the fashion 
world as Austin Reed, Calvin Klein, Ralph Lauren, and Zanetti. They also 
offer an extensive collection of their own private label suits as well as a full 
custom made-to-measure department. And don’t forget the free hemming of 
hems and cuffs that comes with your purchase! 

As far as trends go, Jenny says everything in suits continues to get 
shorter and tighter. “That’s great for the younger set,” he says. “However, 
after success sets in, a more traditional fit is both more appropriate and, 
frankly, comfortable.” 

For the majority of wedding’s the suits continue to be in either greys or 
blues, although you'll be able to find a variety of colors (maybe burgandy 
is for you?) and patterns (pinstripe, anyone?) to suit your personality. “On 
the periphery, we are seeing unique suits for destination and summer wed- 
dings,” Jenny shares. “Think soft cottons in earth tones and linens in shaded 
pastels. The one statement I make to all wedding couples is this: it is your 
day, you decide what to wear!” 

For spring and summer weddings, Jenny advises to stay away from dark- 
er, heavier colors and cloths. “And anticipate a change in weather,” he says. 
"It is Minnesota, after all!" 

And at prices comparable to a rental, Jenny noticed that suit rentals are 
on the way out, with more couples opting to purchase the suit. The truest 
misconception, Jenny says, is the cost. At Milbern it's possible to get a whole 
wedding outfit for $165, including a shirt and tie. “If you prefer, we can create 
acomplete custom ensemble for you at a very fair price as well," he adds. “Mil- 
bern is here for you! After all it is your day, just let us be there with you!” m 
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On Zsuzsi: Daniel Hechter 
linen coat ($175), Chiari 
trouser ($145), Modena shirt 
($25), Іке Behar pocket square 
($30) and tie ($20) from 
Milbern Clothing. 

On Cheena: Heidi Elnora 
“Ashley Diaz” dress ($3850) 
and Jaclyn Jordan “Natasha” 
belt ($480) worn as headpiece 
from Flutter Boutique; Bouquet 
($160—$210) with sliced wood 
spheres, blushing bracket, 
vendella roses, hypericum 
berry, and agonis from Luna 
Vinca. 


ES 
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DELIGHT YOUR GUESTS WITH THE MOST STYLISH, 
TRENDY, FABULOUS, UNIQUE WEDDING VENUE IN 
THE TWIN CITIES! 


CONTACT KARIN AT 612.638.1888 
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO TOUR THE SPACE. 


WWW.STUDIO1414.COM 


“World Class Dining Close to Home” 
3112 Layton Ave N | Lake Elmo, MN | 651.779.5994 
www.lakeelmoinn.com 


HABITATION 


FURNISHING + DESIGN 


HABITATIONDESIGN.COM 
952.426.3548 
4317 EXCELSIOR BLVD. ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55416 
Visit our retail store: M, W, Th, F & Sat 10am-7pm or Sun 12-5pm Closed on Tuesdays 


Creating beautiful homes for beautiful families 


MAKE YOUR OWN 
WEDDING WINE 
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one 
of our standard varieties we have in stock, or if you're looking for something more 
unique we can make a special order. 


Contact us to make your own wine, beer or to learn more about hosting an event. 


651.228.1355 or email andy@vinepark.com 


1254 West 7th Street St.Paul, Minnesota 55102 
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“Brides are loving delicate 
г styles: open backs, lace, light 
S < fabrics and the ability to 


' customize their looks.” 
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Ivy and Aster 
"Sunday Driver" jumpsuit ($1790) 
from Flutter Boutique. 
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“ On Zsuzsi: Max Davoli "Blue Windowpane" suit 
($395), Enro shirt ($59.50), Calvin Klein tie ($30), 
and Bruno Piatelli pocket square ($30) from 
Milbern Clothing; Corsage ($15) with lisianthus 
and agapanthus from Luna Vinca. 

On Cheena: Leanne Marshall "Solaine" dress 
($2680) from Flutter Boutique; Bouquet ($160— 
$210) with white agapanthus, vendela roses, 
green lisianthus, tropical leaves, and podocarpus 
from Luna Vinca. 
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“We love working with all 
types of brides, whether your 
wedding is big or small, casual 
or beyond glamorous!” 


On Cheena: Theia White 
“The Lilia” dress ($1695) 
and Jaclyn Jordan “Gianna” 
belt ($540) worn as E 
headpiece from Flutter 
Boutique. 
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A venue that's just right for you 
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Confetti with Memories 
Photo Confetti made 


from your snapshots. weddings > birthdays * retirement parties 


anniversaries • retreats • and more 
SpringHouse 
612.353.6292 » events SHMC@fccmpls.org Ministry Center 
610 VY 28% Street • Minneapolis, MN 55408  springhousemn.org 
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PER PACK! 


Liven up any event! 
Pride Parties • Birthdays *«Graduations 
Weddings * Rehearsal Dinners 
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Retirements • Anniversaries 
Corporate Events • Trade Shows 
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Your big day is here! Allow us to share the best with your guests. 
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Though Flutter Bridal Boutique has been in business for ten years, cur- 
rent owner Kolby Fahlsing bought the business in June of 2013. From its 
inception, Flutter has filled a void for brides looking for wedding and brides- 
maid dresses that are contemporary. 

"Even 10 years ago, there were plenty of brides who were looking for 
a more modern twist, maybe not wanting the matching dresses that were 
traditional. Or maybe they wanted matching dresses, but not necessarily 
the styles that were available," says Laura Bredice, Flutter's manager. “Апа 
above all, it was about creating an experience. Flutter has always strived for 
the best possible customer service for all our clients; brides, bridesmaids 
and all of their family and friends. The wedding planning process can be 
stressful, and we hope to not only help our brides find exactly what they are 
looking for, but to create memories!" 

Under Fahlsing's leadership, Flutter has grown immensely. The bou- 
tique has moved to its new location in the carriage house of the Semple 
Mansion, almost tripling the square footage. The bridal collection has also 
expanded, carrying lines exclusive to Flutter in the midwest. 

As Bredice says, Flutter is a female-owned and -operated bridal store in 
Minneapolis with a focus on creating the best possible experience for brides 
throughout their entire dress shopping process, from first appointment all 
the way through dress pick-up. “We cater to brides looking for something 
special,” she says. “Ethereal, whimsical, classic, and timeless; our collection 
captures the best of it all. We also have a huge variety of bridesmaid dresses, 
mother of the bride and groom, and flower girl." 

According to Bredice, simplicity, color, and comfort are on the rise in the 
bridal world. *Our brides want a dress that represents them, that they wear; 
not that wears them," she says. "We like to ask our brides how they want to 
feel. And usually, they want to feel like the most beautiful version of their 
everyday selves. Brides are loving delicate styles: open backs, lace, light 
fabrics and the ability to customize their looks." 

That customization can come in countless variations. As Bredice says, in 
today's bridal world, there aren't any rules. "If a bride wants something un- 
conventional; great! If she wants something very traditional; wonderful!" she 
says. "Flutter's style is softer, lighter, and more ethereal overall. Embellish- 
ments for us are provided in floral appliques, subtle beading, belts, and lace 
accessories. We hope that our brides will all look back at their photos years 
down the road and feel like their gown is still beautiful and contemporary." 

Even if a gown isn't in the works, Flutter has something for everyone. 
Jumpsuits, Bredice says, have made a big splash on the bridal scene, and Flut- 
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ter offers several jumpsuits from a few of their designers. Bredice shares, “It 
takes a certain bride to want to wear something a bit more daring. We are 
also seeing a rise in separates! Whether that be crop-top style with a skirt, or 
a bodice with a skirt, our brides love the option of customizing." 

Of course, as with any decision in relation to your wedding day, doing 
some research ahead of your appointment about which styles catch your eye 


can be incredibly helpful. And keep an open mind. Bredice notesthatuntilyou 


are actually in the dress, you won't know if the style actually works for you and 
your body type. But, having a jumping off point is helpful. Additionally, have 
a good idea of what you are comfortable spending; you never want to try on 
(and fall in love with!) a gown that is completely out of your price range. 

“If you are lucky, you will find several gowns that make you feel bridal 
and beautiful," she says. “But, at the end of the day, there will be one gown 
that you compare all others to, and that will be it!" 

And on appointment day, Bredice cautions against bringing too many 
people along, maybe just one or two. “It’s hard to please everyone," she 
warns. “Our goal is to make sure the bride chooses the gown she loves best; 
not what her entourage of friends and family want her to wear." Whether 
one bride or both brides will be wearing gowns, be sure to bring along the 
people whose opinions matter most. 

With all of the TV shows about wedding dress shopping, Bredice sees 
brides come in with plenty of misconceptions about what the process will 
be like. She shares, “I can’t speak for all dress shops, but at Flutter, we want 
you to have fun! You are welcome to try on as many dresses as you want 
during your appointment. We are happy to be as involved or uninvolved as 
you want. Апа as far as knowing it’s ‘the one’ because you start to cry? That 
might be the biggest misconception! If you cry, great! If you don't, great! 
But don't let that be your deciding factor." 

From start to finish, Flutter is here to help you create and execute your 
bridal vision, whatever that may be. “We love working with all types of 
brides, whether your wedding is big or small, casual or beyond glamorous!" 
Bredice says. “Our goal has always been and will always be to make you feel 
absolutely beautiful on your wedding day." m 


FLUTTER BOUTIQUE 

104 W Franklin Ave. #200, Minneapolis 
612-216-1926 
www.flutterboutique.com 
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LUNA VINCA 
DOES IT ALL 


^We do not have formulas or wedding packages, all of our designs 
are custom order. Whether you prefer tight and compact, or big and wild 
arrangements, we do it all." 

Such words from floral designer Clare Hoogesteger are a welcome re- 
lief for couples thinking about their wedding. She continues, "We've always 
strived to be completely honest and provide excellent customer service. We 
often receive compliments on our promptness and attention to detail." 

She is referring to Luna Vinca, the floral shop that opened in 1998 in 
Uptown before moving to the North Loop in 2009. Owner Jennifer Guion 
wanted to blend her interests in both science and art, and branched out 
into a few professions before settling on floral design. The growing busi- 
ness creates award-winning wedding flowers, event florals, and daily 
deliveries. During the almost 20-year history as owner of Luna Vinca, 
Guion has cultivated invaluable relationships and knowledge of the huge 
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variety of event venues іп the Twin Cities area. She still looks forward to 
what changes the future will bring to the design industry. 

Currently, Hoogesteger is noticing a return to more natural look- 
ing designs in the industry. “Lots of greenery and foliage, and loose 
organic shapes are very popular," she says. "This spring and summer, 
couples are gravitating toward neutral tones with greenery, and pops 
of rosy pink and lavender." 

Тһе best advice Hoogesteger could give couples is to allow for some 
flexibility when choosing your flowers. Notably, in terms of availability. 
"Some things just aren't available, which is frustrating for us and our 
clients,” she says. “Dahlias, for example, are not in great condition in the 
spring and summer months, and almost everybody loves them." 

She also encourages couples to be careful with their color choices, 


and warns not to choose a wedding color that is really close to a color 
that you dislike. She says, “Flowers only come in the colors that they 
come in. For example, if you love Claret red but hate burgundy, it will be 
hard to find flowers that work for you." 

Pinterest inspiration comes with a caution as well. It can be nice to 
have an idea of what you're looking for, but keep in mind that many of 
the ideas are taken from expensive celebrity weddings. And with that in 
mind, Hoogesteger has one final note for couples: “If flowers are impor- 
tant for your wedding, your budget should reflect that." ш 


LUNA VINCA 

401 М 3rd St. #280, Minneapolis 
612-823-6178 
www.lunavinca.com 
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Spicy Salmon Spoon with ginger, cilantro, and jalapeno. 


THE 
COMMON ROOTS 


EXPERIENCE 


Different people look for different things from a caterer, but Common 
Roots just might be the solution for everyone. 

“Minnesota is our home, and our inspiration,” says Morgan Ross, sales 
manager at Common Roots. “Our goal is to create food with local character 
that is worthy of any celebration or special event.” 

As a mid-sized, locally owned company, Common Roots provides deli- 
cious food and friendly, professional service, whether catering a simple of- 
fice breakfast or boxed lunch, or an elegant wedding or grand corporate 
event. Common Roots is committed to making food and beverage planning 
simple for clients, and working closely with them to meet all of their event 
needs, including full bar service, rental coordination, and design assistance. 

At Common Roots, the staff provides clients with truly from-scratch ca- 
tering, representing a modern take on classic American cuisine using as 
many local and organic ingredients as possible. “We are proud to support 
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local and sustainable farmers,” Ross says. “Our short growing season means 
that every sprig of dill, every pea shoot and pepper and tomato, every cherry 
and apple is a cause for celebration. All year long, we work with local farmers 
raising animals for meat and dairy in a sustainable way, and growing grain 
organically. We believe in letting the ingredients speak for themselves.” 

Because Common Roots makes everything from scratch, Ross says they 
can easily control which ingredients go into each menu item, allowing for di- 
etary restrictions. “Our menu was created with this in mind and we are able 
to offer a number of vegetarian, vegan, and gluten-free options,” Ross says. 
“Additionally, we are more than happy to provide alternative custom menu 
options for anyone with food allergies or intolerances.” 

That same commitment extends to operating in an environmentally re- 
sponsible way. All of Common Roots’ food waste is composted by Eureka 
Recycling. According to Ross, since opening, the company has diverted 
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Clockwise from left: Sweet Potato Canapé with roasted sweet potato, blue cheese, and crispy shallots; Sweet Реа Crostini with shaved local parmesan, lemon zest, апа cracked 
pepper; Prosciutto Melon Bite with cantaloupe, mint, and balsamic; Beef & Asparagus Roulade with grass-fed beef, fresh asparagus, scallion, and sweet mustard glaze. 


hundreds of thousands of pounds of waste from landfills, and they provide 
compostable or reusable service ware for all events. 

That attention to detail and care also translates to the customer experi- 
ence. When choosing a catering company, it's best to make sure that all costs 
associated with service are included in the original proposal. At Common 
Roots, they are very transparent in the way they operate and have a sepa- 
rate charge for food, beverage, staffing, equipment, and service charge. And 
when vetting a caterer, be sure to ask about the company's tipping policy. 

^We include a percentage service charge that covers event coordination, 
setup and teardown, and composting services," Ross says. "We believe it 
is important to pay all our staff a fair, competitive, and reliable wage, and 
therefore, we do not charge for or accept gratuity, and make sure the client 
understands this policy." 

Catering coordinators assist with event coordination from beginning to 
end and can include venue selection, food and beverage planning, and time- 
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line coordination. And the team of highly trained service staff are dedicated 
to flawless event execution for every event. 

Want a traditional sit-down dinner? Common Roots can make that hap- 
pen. Want to follow the trend of opting for hors d'oeuvre or cocktail recep- 
tions? They are happy to make that vision a reality as well. Ross has also seen 
a rise in Friday evening weddings, a mixture of casual and formal events, as 
well as local craft beer becoming a larger focus for Minnesota couples. 

Whatever your vision, Common Roots is happy to work with other 
vendors to make your day special. For example, if you need linens and 
serviceware, they have that in house, but are also happy to make refer- 
rals if you prefer to work with a rental company. The focus is always on 
the client and their vision. 

"Customer service and client satisfaction are our top priorities," Ross 
says. "We respond to any new inquiry the same day it is received and pay 
specific attention to each client's vision and budget." B 
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{ DESSERTS } 


MAKING 
MOUTHS HAPPY 


Frio Frio makes mouths happy. It’s as simple as that. 

Say hello to some of the best new frozen treats in the Twin Cities mo- 
bile scene. From one of the creative minds behind Angel Food Bakery in 
downtown Minneapolis, Katy Gerdes takes her love of all things sweet, 
delish, colorful, and twisted and applies it to one of the best things she 
knows to “spread the happy”: popsicles — or as she and partner Chris 
Weber like to call them, “ice lollies.” 

As a baker, Gerdes has noticed more wedding couples going with 
desserts and treats that have meaning to them. If a couple likes donuts, 
they are having donuts for dessert. If the couple likes ice cream, they 
are rolling out the ice cream. The trend is to go with what you want, 
whatever that might be. 

And if what you love are perfectly frozen goodies from fresh, pure 
fruit, Frio Frio is what you want at your wedding. Taking inspiration 
from classic Mexican paletas, Frio Frio twists in many delightful addi- 
tions, creating combinations like Grapefruit-Carrot-Ginger, Strawberry- 
Balsamic-Basil, and Kiwi-Apple-Kale. 

Frio Frio was conceived during a night when Gerdes and Weber were 
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researching gummy bear recipes online (like everyone does), and an 
image of gummy bears in a popsicle showed up. Gerdes shared her idea 
to start a popsicle cart in Minneapolis, in which Weber enthusiastically 
begged to be included. That night they worked out the details and Frio 
Frio was born. 

“One of the things we love about the Twin Cities area is how people 
here embrace and support local, new, unique products,” Weber says. 
“This will be Frio Frio’s second summer in production and this year 
we would love the opportunity to work with more couples and special 
events. We have new flavor ideas and looks for ice lollies but need that 
special occasion to create them.” 

As their website states in bold letters, everyone needs more happy, 
and Frio Frio is making it happen. “It is never fun when you are bummed 
out, stressed, or worried, but it happens and part of the reason we start- 
ed Frio Frio is because we want to bring a happy, fun feeling to people,” 
Weber says. “It’s hard to frown when licking an ice lolly. Hopefully we 
can help people enjoy a moment, remember old memories, take their 
mind away from things for a bit or just give people a smile.” B 
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SWEET SCIENCE 


A LITTLE TASTE 
OF SWEET SCIENCE 


Everyone can agree on ice cream. From toddlers to grandparents, it's 
the irresistible treat that brings people together and creates a communi- 
ty. And that's precisely why Ashlee Olds started Sweet Science; because, 
as she says, "ice cream should be great tasting and complex while unit- 
ing fellow ice cream lovers together for a few moments of chilled bliss." 

Olds and her team start with locally sourced natural and organic in- 
gredients before meticulously combining them to craft the smoothest, 
most flavorful ice cream this side of the Milky Way. One taste of Sweet 
Science and their motto becomes clear: “Making ice cream takes skill. 
Perfecting it takes science." 

“When you start with amazing ingredients you don't really need to do 
much to them to make them shine,” Olds says. “If you keep your suppli- 
ers and partners local the money stays in your community and you build 
a stronger system. We make everything, including the ice cream bases, 
from scratch, which is unusual in the industry. This allows us to have 
complete control over the end result." 

Although Sweet Science doesn't typically do custom flavors for your 


big day, they are happy to do custom labels to coordinate with the theme 
of the wedding. Couples can pick from what's in stock at the time of the 
wedding, and Sweet Science always has all sorts of interesting seasonal 
flavors. The most popular? Salted caramel, berry crumble, and dark 
chocolate sorbet. 

With creamy flavors like that, it's no wonder Olds has seen a rise in 
modern couples starting to serve things that are less traditional, like 
pies, cupcakes, and other desserts; something unique to really speak to 
who the couple is as individuals. With her delicious *minis," Olds gets 
many requests for weddings. She says, “A lot of times they will be served 
with cake but it's also a fun item to put out with a late night snack when 
people need to cool down from dancing all night!" m 


SWEET SCIENCE ICE CREAM 
705 3rd St. E, St. Paul 
651-300-9333 
www.sweetscienceicecream.com 
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{ VENUE} 


WELCOME TO 


PAIKKA 


Located in a renovated mattress factory in St. Paul, you'll find Paikka, 
a brand new event venue adjacent to a beautiful train-track-turned-court- 
yard. The design of the space embraces the raw industrial aesthetic of 
the building, but is equally warm and imbued with character. 

A Finnish word meaning place, owners Marlo Munch and Angie 
Trygg are eager to share their paikka. As the website says, “Welcome 
to our place." The name holds even more special meaning than its literal 
definition, Paikka is a name borrowed from a cabin on an island on Na- 
makan Lake in northern Minnesota. Pikku Paikka, "Little Place," was in 
Angie's family for decades, but is gone now. It is their hope that “Paikka 
will capture the same spirit of a lost place that was shared by many and 
treasured immensely." 

'The lease was signed in December 2014, just before the new year, 
but they began improvements in late fall of 2015. A good friend was their 
broker and new the space was up for lease. "This is the only space we 
looked at and fell in love immediately!” Munch says. “We sought out a 
space with character and history in which we could envision all differ- 
ent types of events. The adjacent courtyard, high ceilings, and striking 
architecture really sold us." 

'The two women started this venture with a desire to bring a beautiful 
gathering space into the Twin Cities that isn't like something they've 
seen here before. "It's important for us to bring people in and let them 
transform the space and make it feel personal," Munch says, “but also for 
us to have some creative agency on a large scale." 

At this time, they are happy to make vendor recommendations to cli- 
ents, but don't have a required or preferred list, meaning couples are 
free to make their big day according to their own specifications. Paikka 
requires a licensed and insured bar staff to serve alcohol at all events, 
but clients can, however, purchase their own alcohol from anywhere. 

Couples are also encouraged to bring in their own decor, includ- 
ing hanging florals, lights, and installations. Candles are permitted if 
contained, and Munch and Trygg have a collection of furniture that is 
available for use as well. Couples should note that, although Munch and 
Trygg do not install the decor, they are happy to brainstorm with cli- 
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ents. This openness for customization should prove to be a huge draw 
for couples planning their big day, but clients should note that restrooms 
are gender-specific, though they offer plenty of stalls. 

A collection of floor lamps, ambient lighting, and ceiling pendants il- 
luminate the space when it isn't flooded with natural light during the day. 
This is in addition to the vast amount of space for couples to bring in a DJ 
with their own lighting setup. 

Тһе onsite parking lot has upward of 200 spaces, but if carpooling is 
an option, Paikka can house even more guests. Munch and Trygg can 
accommodate a seated dinner for a reception or rehearsal for up to 220 
people, or a cocktail reception for up to 350 people. For events with up 
to 200 guests, Paikka can also host a ceremony. A rehearsal is included 
in the rental fee any time during the week leading up to the wedding, 
pending space availability. 

Тһе rental fee for the handicap-accessible space also includes access 
to the catering kitchen (although there isn't a stove; cooking must be 
done off-site), private suite for the wedding party, coat racks, furniture 
and some decor, and a one-hour planning and design meeting. 

"Every element of decor and design has been handpicked by the 
two of us," Trygg says. “We have made a space that we feel is beau- 
tiful and modern and still very customizable. We stand apart from 
other venues because we don't have restrictive policies regarding 
vendors. We want couples to have freedom and flexibility so every 
event feels really personal." 

Operating an event venue should be a natural step for Munch, who 
has a professional background in florals, and Trygg, whose background 
is in installation and fine arts. The two women add, “We feel like the most 
important role we have as venue owners is to make Paikka a place that 
feels valuable to our community. We want Paikka to be accessible and 
beautiful and impactful for everyone." ш 


PAIKKA 
550 Vandalia St. 44165, St Paul 
www.paikkamn.com 
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“Thad an inkling right away." 

“I realized I couldn't see sharing my life without him." 

Such comments from José González-Maciel and Alex 
Mazurek, respectively, are typical of couples as they reflect 
back on their engagement. But how a couple gets to those 
statements is unique to the relationship and the individuals. 

José and Alex officially met at a downtown bar through 
а mutual friend, but that was just a quick introduction. “А 
week or so after that, I ran into Alex in Dinkytown and 
discovered that he lived across the street from my office," 
José says. *He accepted a lunch date — Wally's in Dinky- 
town — a couple days later." 

Shortly after the lunch date, José went on a month-long 
work trip to Copenhagen, during which he and Alex would 
Skype twice a day, which José describes as “grossly ador- 
able." He came back from Copenhagen during Pride week- 
end, and they've been together since, nearly five years. 

José had an inkling that the relationship might be 
marriage material right away. “Alex is such a special man. 
He is extremely intelligent, genuinely one of the nicest 
people I have ever met, and is extremely motivated," he 
says. “Не is also very level-headed, which is the antidote 
to my hot-headed nature. Alex is my family, so it was due 
time that we made it legal." 

Alex, as part of his level-headed nature, took things 
as they came. "José was a little overzealous from the be- 
ginning," Alex says. "He wanted me to move in after two 
months. I take my time with things. I never questioned our 
relationship, but wanted to enjoy our relationship as it was 
without getting entangled in what the future held. At about 
the two-year mark, however, I realized I couldn't see shar- 
ing my life without him." 

When the time came, José had rings custom made by 
Filigree Jewelers in the North Loop, knowing that Alex 
wanted a classic wedding ring with blunt edges: Alex's 
done in white gold, while José's ring is rose gold. “I wanted 
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to propose with both rings because having only Alex wear a ring during our 
engagement felt a little weird," José says. "We are both engaged, so if one of 
us wears a ring, both of us wear a ring." 

He continues, “I skipped asking Alex's parents. There was no need. I 
knew they'd be thrilled. Instead, they were the first ones we called upon 
getting engaged." 

Тһе proposal took place during midterms of Alex's final semester of law 
school. Knowing that his studying schedule was going to be pretty intense, 
José had to have a pretty good reason to get him to Minneapolis Institute of 
Art, or at least close to it. Also, since a photographer was booked for the pro- 
posal, José needed an excuse to make him dress up at least a little. So he made 
fake plans to meet one of their friends for drinks to celebrate her birthday. 

Other than that, the rest of the plans were logistical: Dinner reserva- 
tions at Spoon and Stable, hotel reservations at the Chambers. “Somehow, 
going back home after such a high seemed a little lackluster,” José says. “I 
also wanted to include our friends somehow, so I asked some of our closest 
friends to meet us at Marvel Bar after our dinner plans. It was so nice to be 
able to close out the night with them." 

Alex knew the proposal was coming, he just didn't know when. *He is the 
worst at keeping secrets. Every time his best friend would call, she'd start 
the conversation asking, ‘Is Alex in the room?” he says. “A few days before 
he proposed, he was showing me something on his phone when he received 
a rogue text from my best friend saying, “ОМС, he's going to love it" And, 
one night at two a.m. he hastily sent an email upon realizing my ring size was 
a 10.5 and not, as he had assumed, a 10." 
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Since José admits to his lackluster secret-keeping ability and Alex knew 
it was coming at some point, José wanted the proposal itself to be a sur- 
prise. Initially he was planning to propose to Alex during an already planned 
trip to Big Sur. A good friend of theirs told him that Alex had mentioned that 
he thought he was going to propose at some point during the trip, so in order 
to maintain the element of surprise, he decided to propose before Big Sur. 

“I vacillated between getting on one knee or not. I opted against it be- 
cause it just didn't seem like something I would ever do," José says. "Instead, 
I wrote everything I wanted to say on cards, which I handed to him and 
asked him to read. We have traditionally written cards to each other for any 
milestone event in our lives that we keep tucked behind framed artwork on 
our bedside tables, so this added to the collection." 

Alex laughs as he says, “Long story short: I was a stick in the mud. I was 
in my final semester of law school, and we were leaving for a vacation two 
days later. I had to finish up some writing I had for both work and school, so 
I could enjoy our vacation worry-free.” 

Alex shares he was initially unwilling to shower, change, or leave the 
apartment. “After José’s coercing, I made myself presentable enough to grab 
а single drink with his friend for her birthday," he says. “Ав soon as we got in 
the car, she called to say she was going to be late because she was doing her 
taxes. I was immediately annoyed because I could still be writing at this point.” 

José innocently suggested they stop at Mia while we wait for her. Alex 
agreed on the condition that he was able to sit on the ground floor and con- 
tinue working on his writing. Jose was insistent on a quick stroll through 
the contemporary art exhibit on the third floor, to which Alex begrudgingly 
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agreed. Ordinarily, the contemporary art section is a favorite; they make 
frequent trips throughout the year, especially in the dead of winter. They 
even have a Chuck Close print hanging in their living room, making it an 
appropriate backdrop for what was to happen next. 

“I thought, if he takes any time to actually admire any of the work, I was 
turning around and heading back down stairs," Alex says. “Ав the thought 
of bolting to return to my computer percolated, I realized José was nervous 
and breathing hard. I turned to him as he pulled something out of his pock- 
et. That's when I knew what was happening. He handed me an envelope with 
a letter. We sat together as I read it. It ended with, ‘Will you marry me?” 

Having not yet realized the birthday drink was a ruse, Alex figured they 
were still going to meet José's friend. But, they left for the Le Méridien Cham- 
bers hotel, where they shared champagne while calling friends and family to 
let them know, as only their closest friends knew this was going to happen. 

"Right before I was nervous that everything I had planned would collapse 
and I would have to improvise," José adds. "During, I honestly blanked out a 
little. After the proposal I was just really happy. I immediately wanted to start 
planning the wedding, but Alex gave me a moratorium on any wedding talk." 

Alex confirms, “We weren't even out of Mia yet and José started talking 
about dollar amounts and people. I shut that down right away. I wanted us 
to enjoy the moment." 

'Thankfully, Eliesa Johnson of Photogen Inc. was on-hand to capture the 
moment so the couple can cherish the memories for years to come. As their 
photographer, Eliesa made the men feel very comfortable right off the bat. “So 
much so that Alex initially thought he had met her before, which he had not," 
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José says. “It was great to meet Eliesa before the engagement and go over our 
relationship; she made us feel that she was personally invested. I cannot say it 
enough: she is absolutely wonderful. She is doing our wedding photos as well.” 

José admits that not everyone needs to take engagement photos, as he’s 
all abut doing whatever you want for your engagement. But he says this felt 
right for them, a sentiment that Alex echoes. “At that time we didn’t know 
what we wanted to do in terms of a wedding,” Alex says. “If we were going to 
completely elope or have a formal celebration. It was smart of José to want 
to memorialize it somehow.” 

With a wedding set for April 1 of this year, José and Alex have reached 
the end of the planning stage, which saw them wax and wane on whether no 
wedding or a big wedding was right for them. The couple decided on an in- 
timate wedding of about 50 of their closest friends and family in their home, 
followed by a honeymoon in Oaxaca, Mexico. 

“I don’t think the engagement changed our relationship,” Alex con- 
fides. “We knew before that our lives were inextricably intertwined. The 
engagement was just a perfunctory symbol of something we already knew; 
it was more of a declaration to everyone else that we were dedicating our 
lives to one another.” 

José agrees: the way people perceive them as a couple has changed. 
“There’s something about soon being legally joined that legitimizes our re- 
lationship,” he says. “For a lot of people in our lives we serve as the only 
example of what it means to be a gay couple. Through our actions we always 
try to demonstrate that we have similar values, we work hard, and we try to 
be good people." ш 
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When George Lucas created the Star Wars film 
franchise, he had no way of knowing that the galaxy far, 
far away would create fans that would eventually use "the 
force" as a launching pad for their happily ever after. 

Laura and Rachel Rice have now been married five 
months, but three years before they said their vows, Laura 
was dating a friend of Rachel's when they met. That same 
friend would later set them up. 

*We instantly knew it was a good sign when we realized 
we both had Star Wars tattoos!" Laura says. 

'The two bonded over the sci-fi saga and their mutual 
love of cats, in "typical lesbian fashion," as Rachel describes 
it. ^We both were at a place where we were ready and look- 
ing for something long-term," Laura says, describing their 
first date as being like magic. 

Although the two seriously began talking about mar- 
riage six months into the relationship, after meeting each 
other's families, Rachel admits the topic initially came up 
much sooner. "Three months into our relationship, Laura 
looked at me one day and said, ‘I’m gonna marry you some- 
day. Part of me was like, uh....RUN." Laura interrupts, 
defending herself by saying she was quoting Johnny Cash 
before Rachel continues, “But a bigger part of me got so 
giddy I couldn't ever remember being so happy and satis- 
fied in a relationship. I knew it was the real deal." 

At first, Rachel wanted to be the one to propose. Laura 
told her that she needed to go big or go home — she want- 
ed an audience! "She got so nervous about it that I told her 
I would take the reigns," Laura says. 

Laura ended up having a play written that was based on 
their first date, with a couple based on them, and entered it 
into the MN Fringe Festival. Rachel was cast in one of the 
roles, and her family flew in from North Carolina to see the 
performance. Still, Rachel had no idea what was coming 
(“I just thought they wanted to see the show!”). Laura had 
been nervous all day, which Rachel attributed to anxiety 
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over their parents finally meeting. 

"Laura had this speech that she gave after every show about how thankful 
she was that when she wanted to propose, she finally could," Rachel says. “Оп 
the last night she followed her speech with ‘and if I can take a few more mo- 
ments of your time I would like to do that now.’ I was completely flabbergasted.” 

To top off Rachel’s surprise, Laura had a videographer capture the whole 
experience following the closing performance, with both of their families 
and countless friends in the audience there to watch. 

Once Rachel regained her composure, the time eventually came to start 
planning for the big day, which came with some extensive research on the 
part of the couple. “We read a lot of reviews, and some idea of what we 
wanted going into it." Laura says. 

Rachel pokes at Laura, chiming іп, “By ‘we’ Laura means ‘she.’ Laura 
came up with a list of places and I came up with a list of places. She didn't 
really like my list," Rachel laughs. "In the end, Laura and I chose a beauti- 
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ful small park in St. Paul for the ceremony and the hugely popular Science 
Museum for the reception. It was a blast!” 

Thinking of vendors, Rachel knew a DJ while Laura knew a videogra- 
pher, but photographers were the most important choice for Laura and came 
with extensive research before the couple decided on Melissa Hesse with 
Rivets and Roses. But not every vendor was a joy to work with. 

In a cautionary tale, Laura reminds why it’s important to vet everyone 
you're working with. She says, “We had a hard time with the flowers when 
our original vendor dropped off the planet with our deposit and we had to 
find someone with not even two months notice." 

But the flower crisis was solved and the women were able to create a 
meaningful ceremony that reflected their relationship. ^We both wanted our 
wedding to be beautiful, memorable, and magical, while incorporating our 
nerdiness and sense of humor,” Laura says. 

References to how the two initially bonded and other interests were 
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spread throughout the day. “It was perfect," Rachel says. *R2D2 апа C3PO 
cake toppers, golden dinosaurs in the centerpieces, lightsabers and wand 
props in the photo booth." 

Did this quirkiness work its way into their attire? From the beginning, 
Laura and Rachel agreed on some basics: ivory or cream dresses, head/hair 
pieces instead of veils, and rainbow converse shoes. 

"Laura had initially wanted us to see each other's dresses so that they 
wouldn't clash," Rachel says. “I made a big stink about wanting to see her 
in the dress for the first time on our wedding day. She finally agreed, so 
we had my sister and a few of her friends coordinate and make sure they 
complemented each other." 

In fact, Rachel chose her dress first; having out-of-state family meant 
dress-shopping opportunities were limited. She sent a picture of her dress 
to Laura's bridesfriends (their loving term for a mixed-gender bridal party) 
to ensure the dresses wouldn't clash (or match) too much. 

Тһе brides describe their 150-guest wedding as being a perfect union 
between the two, without focusing on whether they were both represented 
and honored in the wedding. “This was a non-issue for us," Rachel says. 
"The point of getting married is a unification. It wasn't about Laura. It wasn't 
about me. It was about us." 

'Though the guest list grew to be much larger than either had antici- 
pated, the venues proved to be exactly what they wanted. Rachel had her 
heart set on an outdoor ceremony with plants and flowers surrounding the 
couple, while Laura wanted a reception hall to match their fun personalities. 
They found the perfect mix of both with the ceremony at Irvine Park and the 
reception one block away at the Science Museum of Minnesota. 

"It increased our budget a bit (a lot) but was a perfect complement to 
our personalities and our comforts,” Rachel says. “Family, friends, outdoor 


62 | LAVENDER | MARCH 31-APRIL 13, 2016 


parks, and SCIENCE.” 

Laura agrees, adding, “We had to go with the Science Museum’s specific 
caterer, which kind of allowed them to rack up the prices on food and booze. 
But I think it was worth it; we got a ton of compliments on the food and the 
reception ran like a well-oiled machine.” 

With a wedding behind them and Rachel about to graduate from veterinary 
school at the University of Minnesota, the couple is looking toward the future. 
This summer, they will be moving to Charlotte, North Carolina for new careers. 

“We both have lots of family on the East Coast and in the South,” Laura 
says. “We plan on starting a family in the next three to five years. Rachel says 
three, I say five.” 

Rachel laughs before adding, “It will probably be more like two." B 


RESOURCES 

Venue (Ceremony): Irvine Park 

Venue (Reception): Science Museum of Minnesota 

Wedding Planner: Laura Rice 

Photography: Melissa Hesse, Rivets and Roses 

Florist: Fleur De Lis, St. Paul 

Rachel's Dress: Classic Bride, Cornelius, NC 

Rachel's Jewelry: Chloe and Isabel 

Laura's Dress: Maggie Sottero from The Wedding Shoppe, St. Paul 
Laura's Jewelry: Etsy 

Shoes: Etsy 

Invitations/Stationery: Designed by Jeremy McClellen, ordered through 
Vistaprint 

Food, Drink, Linens/Tableware: Lancer Catering 
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DAVID MESARCH 
& DAVID SOMMER 


Photography: Justine Ungaro 
Wedding Date: August 15, 2015 
Dating Since: February 14, 2001 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: Couple's 
Backyard in Eden Prairie 
Florist: Floral Logic 
Wedding Coordinator: Magical Memories, 
Marsha Chernoff Golob 
Food Trucks: Home Street Home, Little G's Pizzeria, 
A Cupcake Social, Geno's Gelato 
Music: Midwest Sound 
Hair: Men: Hair and Shave by Heimie's Haberdashery 
Women: Hair and Makeup by Wow Bar 
Decor: Event Lab 
DJ: Midwest Sound 
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ROYA МОГЛАЛ AND 
MARYROSE DOLEZAL 


Photography: Noah Wolf of Noah Wolf Photography 
Wedding Date: August 29, 2015 
Dating Since: June 19, 2013 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: Appeldoorn’s 
Sunset Bay Resort on the Shores of Lake Mille Lacs 
Florist: Steele’s Nursery 
Wedding Coordinator: Jodi Crowell 


Cake: Taste of Scandinavia 
Invitations: Miss Print Graphics 
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ELIZABETH OSSERS & 
JENNIFER BERGNER 


Photography: Cristina Ossers 
Wedding Date: September 26, 2015 
Dating Since: January 2011 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: The Wedge 
Table at Wedge Community Co-op 
Cake: Dessert Tray from The Wedge Table 
Invitations: Jen's hand-drawn design, scanned, 


printed at FedEx Kinkos 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee 
shop. Food & coffee created by a staff that 
cares! Meeting Space with a gender neutral 
restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, Minneapolis. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules in Minneapolis. Call Terry: (612) 
834-4887, the cleaningguy99(dgmail.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours 
Custom Designed Jewelry, we create 
unique engagement & wedding rings, 
& more! Expert jewelry restorations 
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OFFICIANTS 


Rev. Gennifer Johnson, Blessed Harmony 
Spiritual. Ordained minister, wedding and 
event planning, premarital planning, Flower of 
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www.blessedharmonyspiritualservices.com. 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


DERMATOLOGY 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 

FEE ONLY financial planning 
NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEYS 


Gay B. Clapp, Attorney 


Family Law - Wills and Estates 
Reasonable, with dignity 


Twin Cities Legal Service, PLLC 
7201 Ohms Lane - Ste. 215, Edina, MN 55415 
www.lindawray.com * 952-232-6465 


AUTO DEALERS 


You have a friend at 

Rosedale Chevrolet, 

Call Dewey Lysen at 
(612) 805-8232 


Honor all buying programs and credit 
union deals! Good or Bad credit accepted. 


fa Rosedale 
CHEVROLET www.rosedalechev.com 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


LaMettry’s ' 


Collision, Glass and More! 


1-888-898-0016 LAMETTRYS.COM 
- 8 locations - Free estimates 
- Locally & family owned 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


_ n 


(HAGENS 2222 ) 


— 


FREE Estimates * All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
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әріоуул се; 
dermal 


Education 
. 


Experience 
е 


Excellence 
... with a smile. 
қ Healthy Skin, it’s a 
Jaime Davis, MD Beautiful Thing! 


1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


Serving you for 100 years! susce 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 1 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 


THOUGHTFUL 


FINANCIAL PLANNING 


Timothy J. LaPean, CFP®, ADPA® 


(612) 460-7355 
Timothy @thoughtfulfp.com 
Thoughtful FinancialPlanning.com 


Objective advice instead of 
commission-based sales 


FLORISTS 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


\A date to remember 
starts with flowers! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


Custom 
Bouquets 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 

«Indoor shooting facilities 

e Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, ММ. 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI - 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


construction inc. 
M 


"s that easy 


WE SPECIALIZE IN ` 


Roofing Remodeling 
Siding Insulation 
Windows Home Energy Efficiency 
ALL US 
612-333-SNAP (7627) 


612.870.4081|shelterarchitecture.com 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


12-706-8210 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES REAL ESTATE 


651-636-0288 www.AavalonServices.com 


RESTORATION е RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE е REPAR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 


М Your Complete Profesional HomeCare Company 


- ЕЗ 
№ UVS m 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 Ш 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 

Gay owned and operated since 1986. ES 


Anita C. Hill к 


651-707-6408 
AnitaC.Hill(9 CBBurnet.com 
www.HomesForSaleSaintPaulMN.: com 


INSURANCE R Z7 
а Results net ж 
612-805-8880 :. o 
scottbelcher.com 
763.535.4788 M 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 


christopher j friend 
urban è realtor 


4 ) 
= 
612 827 5847 • christopherfriendGedinarealty.com > 
www.christopherfriend.edinarealty.com ^ 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 
Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


ҸӘ) 


Davina M. Baldwin 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


HIV+? 

On treatment? 
CD4 not going up? 
Join a study at the 
University of Minnesota that is 


using an innovative new therapy to 
boost СОд cells and restore immunity. 


You will receive compensation for 
your partcipation in this study. 


Call today and see if you qualify. 
Interpreter services available. 


612-625-7472 
hiv.umn.edu 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Driven to Discover" 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 
Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease of 
addiction. 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7810 
www.hazelden.org 


ADVOCACY 

Arise Project 

Committed to LGBTQ homeless 
youth; providing services and safety 
in times of need. 

404 S. 8th St., 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 340-7500 
www.gtcuw.org/arise 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Indigenous Peoples Task Force 
Servicing Individuals living with HIV/ 
AIDS 

Offering Case Management services, 
FREE HIV testing and educational 
groups 

1335 Е. 23rd St 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 889-4636 or (612) 719-2540 
www.indigenouspeoplestf.org 


Park House 

Day health / mental health treatment 
program for adults living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

The Minnehaha Mile 

Shop the Minnehaha Mile - For 
vintage, one-of a kind, up cycled and 
rediscovered treasures. 

4049 Minnehaha Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 293-6863 x 104 
MinnehahaMile@shopjunket.com 
MinnehahaMile.com 


Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & 
partner for a diverse business 
community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


Minneapolis City Hall & 
Hennepin County Courthouse 
Step back in time and enjoy a 
historically beautiful wedding at the 
Minneapolis City Hall. 

350 5. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/Events.html 


United Theological Seminary 
United Theological Seminary Inspire 
your spiritual life. Bring your big 
questions. Certificate or degree 
programs and community education. 
3000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 
www.unitedseminary.edu 


EDUCATION 


Crosswinds Arts and Science 
School 

A Perpich Center for Arts Education 
middle school focused on diversity, 
inclusion, and student success. 

600 Weir Dr. 

Woodbury, MN 

(651) 379-2600 
crosswindsmn.org 


Minneapolis College of Art 

& Design (MCAD) Continuing 
Education 

MCAD Continuing Education offers 
art and design classes year-round for 
kids, teens, and adults. 

2501 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-3765 

www.mcad.edu/ce 


EVENT VENUES 


Gale Mansion 

А beautiful historic mansion located 
just south of downtown Minneapolis 
for private or corporate entertaining. 
2115 Stevens Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 870-1662 
www.galemansion.com 


Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people affected 
by mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. Check 
out our online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation plans. 
www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located 
on the Green Line. Contemporary 
and early American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 
www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


CANTUS 

"The premier men's vocal ensemble 
in the United States." - Fanfare 
Magazine 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 435-0055 
www.cantussings.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals telling Minnesota 
stories by Minnesota artists for 
Minnesota audiences. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 
www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating innovation 
in the arts, performance, and 
academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

MN Opera invites you to enjoy 20% 
off any non-opening performance. 
Use code lavender20. 

620 North First Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


VocalEssence 

Now in our 47th year, VocalEssence 
is a leading arts organization based 
in Minnesota. 

1900 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 547-1451 


www.vocalessence.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact 
us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
E 


REAL ESTATE 

Parade of Homes 

Presented by Builder Association of 
the Twin Cities 

Where dream homes come true. 
www.paradeofhomes.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 

WwWw.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fecminneapolis.org 


Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
Inclusive Christian Worshipping 
community that seeks, nurtures and 
empowers hungry minds and souls. 
1935 St. Clair Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 699-6886 
www.pilgrimstpaul.org 


OU World Chay 
| Summit Hill Elegance 
" i 


Booking and rates available at 


www.gaicatering.com 
or call 651.222.7027 for an appointment 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 
lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey, St Mark’s welcomes you. 
519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


Meet Minneapolis Convention & 
Visitor Association 

Meet Minneapolis markets 
Minneapolis as the premier 
convention, leisure, weddings and 
group destination. 

250 Marquette Ave. S. #1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8000 
www.minneapolis.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 


Westminster Presbyterian events. 
Church 21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
An inclusive, welcoming, open and Duluth, MN 


(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


affirming congregation. 
Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Downtown Minneapolis 
(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 


Minnesota State Fair 

The “Great Minnesota Get-Together” 
provides a world-class showcase that 
is innovative, entertaining and fun. 
1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 


www.mnstatefair.org 


E and Event Services at | — = 
e Germanic-American Institute 


Тһе GAI is a proud m 
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[toing ВЕАІ, WEDDINGS MEM 
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EMILY & SARAH 
WILLIAMS RILEY 


Photography: Annika Parks of Studio Parks 
Wedding Date: September 5, 2015 
Dating Since: April 2014 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: Radisson Blu 
Minneapolis 
Florist: Fleur De Lis 
| Қ” Wedding Coordinator: Magical Memories, Marsha 
1 Chernoff Golob 
Cake: Buttercream 
Officiant: Karen Williams 
DJ: Events by MV: Adrian Perryman 
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/ FIRST 
) THURSDAYS 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


МІН ШЕН ir БН ЕТ | 
| др. | 


Rock Bottom Brewery 
800 LaSalle Plaza * Minneapolis 


|, ү Meet other athletes and sports fans while you 
n enjoy complimentary appetizers, drink specials 
and a chance to register to win great prizes! 


PROUDLY SPONSORED BY ІЗ 


OMatrix (Си 


Home Health Care Specialists OGRA 


rosedale 
CHEVROLET 


fetel One 


pote Shane (oy 


FOUNDING HOST PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, Twin Cities Quorum, MN AIDS Project, Twin Cities Pride, The Aliveness Project, 
Prime Timers MSP, Reclaim!, Mixed Blood Theatre, Minneapolis Movie Bears, Freedom Jazz, One Voice, 
North Country Bears, MN Freedom Band, TCGMC, HCMC's LGBT & Allies Employee Resource Group 


LavenderMagazine.com/ 
SCORETHURSDAYS 


РШЖЕ-ЕІГ OM т О 
DANCE YOUR FN RES DEA М CE 


